"‘READING THE TRIBUNE

—

Soldters Conmunicoivily,

NAToNAL Mirrrary Howg,
Near Dayrox, MoxtesomMery Co., OR10,
Oetober 18, 15880,

Mg, Eptror: In compliance with your request, [ will
endeavor to give a few statistics regarding the '‘Central
Branch' of ** The National Home for Disabled Volunteer
Soldiers.”” Not having been an inmate quite two years,
and having been so unfortunate as to fracture both limbs
in three places, each in 0 fall while in an attack of epi-
lepsy, (which 1 contracted while in the United States ser-
vice,) it renders me incapable of getting about with alac-
rity and investigating as thoroughly the innumerable
blessings and pleasures with which our beneficent Goy-
ernment has surrounded us, as one might be capuble of
who was less affiicted than myself ; however, 1 will en-
deavor to give you a little idea of our pleasant surround-
1ngs.

‘in March, 1865, Congress anthorized the establishing of
this Home, near Dayton, Ohio. A farm of 540 acres was
purchased, about thiree miles west of the city, on a prom-
mence from which you can see the city and the rich feitile
valley of the Miami, so well known fur its beauty and sa-
labrity. Additional purchases since made of adjoining
land have increased the HHomae to nearly double its original
dim@nsions, It is enclosed by a high fence, with gates at
entrances, caleunlated to prevent the indisceriminate ab
sence of the inmates, although those of ordinarily good
behavior can, without trouble, procure passes to go to
the city, or furlonghs to visit their homes and friends,
The census taken in September, 1879, gave the following
fignres: Inmates in barracks, ¢ in hespital, 312
absent on furlonghs, 768 ; total, 4,008, The nor¢ase in
the intermediate time has undoubtedly been 500 or more.
There are twenty-six barracks, each three storvies high,
size twenty-tive by one hundred feet, forty
persons to each floor ; seven of the barmcks ave of brick,
and havo been built within the past three yvears | the re-
mainder are good substantial frame bulldings. The sleep-
ing arrangements are excellent ; the bedsteads in use are
the single iron abundance of good blankets, a tick,
pillows, sheets and pillow-slips for each, which are
changed weekly, Each inmate must take a bath on Sat-
utday and put on clean clothing, The dining ball is an
immense three-story brick building with table accommo-
dations tor eleven bundred pervsons, overhead of which
are mrpanged barracks., The food Mraished is of the best
and most substantial character, and many of the delica-
cies.
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The hospital is a large and commaodions brick of three
stories, with two wings attached; it contains seven wands,
cach accommodating forty invalids ; besides in the build-
ing is a dining-room, kitchen, pablic hall, drugstorve,
walting rooms, surgdon’s oflice. chief wardmaster's mat-
rons and various othor oilices ;: near by are two othey
wards for invalids, a department for inzane, &e.

The hesdguarters or busiuess department is a tine, large
brick containing the principal busingss offices of the Home,
overhead of which is & readivg-room the full size of the
building, containing the immense *“ Petham  Library,”
donated to the institution by Mavy L. Putnam, mother of
General Putnam ; also thoe Thomas Library.  About fifey
feet north of headgquarters stood ** Memorial Hall,»' a
ling brick, capable of seating 2,000 personus ; it was de-
stroyed by five about a year since, bui Congress has gra-
ciously donated $40,000, and it s rapidly being rebuilt
upon the same spot,

About fifty feet north from this stands a besutiful
stona chureh, of the Gothic pdttern, surmonnted by a fine
tower stretehing heavenwadd, in which is a large clook,
plainly designating the hour trvom all sides : there is also
a large Dbell for ealling the worshipers together. that was
cast trom artillery captured from the enemy during our
“late unpleasantness.”

There is ulso a building the smme size as barracks vsed
oy quarter-inaster’s stores ; also another used as a store ;
another as a post-oflics, besides numerons other buildings
and tine residences, which wre the homes of the offivers,
chaplain, farmer, .

The inmates of the Home are, of course, a promiseuous
gathering coming from every loynl State i the Union, of
all nacions, tongues, sizes, shapes, colors and ages. The
requiréments for admission ave, tirst, an honorable dis-
chavge frem the United States Avmy or Navy | seeond,
disability by weunds received or sickness inourrved in the
ling of duty. One wishing to become an inmate should
writs to Gen, M, R, Patvick, Governor of the Home, who
will send him a blank applicatien, which should be filled
out as divected and returned to him. If he is admitted
he will be notifled and tickets of transportation sent him.,
The ohbject in view appears to be to provide all the com-
torts of a home, chapels for religious service, halls for
concerts and lectures, hospitals, experienced surgeons and
nurses, comfortable clothing, libravies, readiug-rooms,
schools, amusements, telegraph offices, work-shops, farm-
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ing, &e¢. Those desiring and who are able are given labor
and remuneralive pay therefor, It ds given to these de.
siring it ample facilities for preparing themselves for ac-
tive employment of many kinds.

Those desiving to Decome inmates should not be im
pressed with the idea that they me in a hospital of an
almshouse, but a bong fide home, where subsistence, care,
edueation, religious instruction and amusements are pro-
vided for disabled soldiers by the Congress of the United
Stated, to be paid for from the * forfeiture and fines of
deserters from the army."”” The providing for us is thus
deprived of the humiltating featuie of chavity.

The Home gardens arve laid out in the nfost tasty and
beautiful manner, their effect being greatly heightened by
finely constructed fountains and fish-ponds, containing
gold fish and other specimens of the finny tribe. The
Hower-beds contain the choicest of flowers, and the richest
and rarest found anywhere, The menugerie, though not
extensive, is well worthy of attention. The cemetery is
in a grove shaded by tall trees, where the brave Veterans
are laid ; a headstone designating the name and wumber
of the regiment to which he belunged is placed at the
grave, The graves ave wrranged in long regular lines,
with a mounted cannon in the centre, A short distance
from the graves stands a noble monument ervected to the
memory ol the fallen braves.

Taking this Home upon a whole, it far surpasses in
comfort and beauty anything of which the mind of man
can conceive. To a grateful heart it is impossible to say
that *‘ Republics are ungrateful.”

Yours very truly, VOLUNTEER.
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Money for Soldiers.

It affords us much pleasure to learn that our sol-
dier friends are now receiving considerable funds
from the Pension Office. This money will bring
cheer and comfort to many hearts and homes. The
following letters which have been shown us estab-
lish the fact

Tyson Fuopyxace, VERMONT.
October 8, 1850
Gro. BE. LEnoX, Esq.
Dgan Sie: I received my pengion money, I zot 35495,

accept my wirmest thanks for your services
Very respecttully yours,

Plogse

JAS. W. MeDERMUTT.,
Arton, Towa, Sept. 2, 1550.

Mr, Leyox
DEAR BIR:
tiring eliorts
Y ours,

I received of pension money £826.67, and for your un-
O secure iy money accept my hearty thanke
A. M. VANA.
Heprorp, N. Y.. October 13, 1880,
tivonor E. Lenox., E=q.,
Washington 1D (e
Deag Sip: Many thanks (or vour services as attorney in wmy
clalm for original invalid pension. 1 have received from the Hon,
CUommissioner of Pensions o cortificate dated October 1, 1880, grant-
ing mae s pension, The amount Hedoge $108020, 1 am gratefully

Yonurs,
ICHABOD HAMBIIN,

Laa Crosse, Wik, Sept. 29, 1850,
Mr. Gieo, B LeExox : "

Duar 81k I have just reesived $130 on my first payment ol
pension, and léel great gratitide lor your pushing my eénse
throngh. Yours truly,

AMANDA M, PAINE,
Rose Hivn, Jasrenr Couvnrey, ILCINOIS,
Cietober 15, 1580
Alr. (. B LoMON;

Drax Sit: With pleasure I fuform yon that
Pension-Office check for &1, 70540, I understand that the Comniis
sioner pays you your 316 fee.  Aecept a thousand thanks for vony
<prvices in receiviog me the amount name:d,

Yours very respectiuily,

Il have received a

SARAH A PERRINE,.

EATON (o, Nept. 10,1880
Groner E. Litymon:

Dxak Sik: 1 have recelved my penston money, amounting to
$1,700.75  For your services lu wDiaining the sane please ascoept
my most sincere and hedrtfeit thanks, 1 romain

Vory iruly yours,
JUHN H. BLDOO M
Juerxoron Ciry, KANSA®,
Oelaber 1, 1580,
Hon Groner E, LEMON :

Drean i Through yvour antirawe etosts for seventeen months
past 1 have at last recelved my peusion certificate and check from
the Pension Agent at St Lowis, Mizssouri, amounting to 875267,
Aany, many thanks, my dear [riend.

Yours traly, .
WILLIAM E . TOWXER,

4 DECATUR, INDIAXA, O, 25, 1880,
Mr, LiEMON !
Dran Sig: 1 received on my first payment of ponsion 1,070 and
am very thankinl for yonrenergotie wnd saocessml efforts o get

e my money. Yours gincerely, ]

JOSEPII BELM.

Mrovane, IPassirme County, N, ).,
' l_."l'qullf‘!' o, 1850,
(3. B Levox, Esq.:

Dear Sii: I was gratetully surprised Ly recolving & note from
vou that my ¢lsim tor pension is allowed. IT my greatitude is of
any valae please receive i for youwr kKindness and prompt atton

tion to my éise,. 1 reoceived the paoston vougher the same dav for
$72047. Yourstmly, )
JUTOWELL,
APPLETON CITY, MISROUnR:,
t'\lfl.ll.:"‘ 1- I\“.’ .
Unpt. Geo. K LENON !

BEAR SIR: l‘ll;l.\'n revelved my pension of &M3.70.
plenses] with the way you have condueted my éise

WM. H.

1 s well

I'EST,

LOovKLAND, ORio, Oateber 25, 1880,
Capt, Gro, K., LgMox -
'[ll-rungh your kind and conrinued offorets 1 have received wy
ponsion money, $700.57.  Flease aceept my hearvifely thanks,
Your true frivudd,
SPENCER YOUNG.

BEasrJdewerry, Ginesx e County, N. Y.
Oetobier 28, 1580,
GEORGE E. Lenox, Esg.

Dear Sin: Through your wrd and never-faltering work for the
bBoneilt of the soldiors 1 recelved lust week o cheek for #1,376.07,
You huve my sineers thanks= for your getting wy long.-delayed
pension elalm througl, and in dolng this I very highly appreciate
yvour valuable servioes,

Yours very gratefully,
HENRY 5. DISTIN.
LEisTvinir, PIcKAWAY Covnty, Unio,
November 2, 183,
MrPGro. B Luvos:

Dear Siw: 1 have recoived my pension juoney
whie oflorts. 1 wet &225.67,
and happiness.

through your
Accept my bhest wishes for your health

Yours truly,
JOHN BURNS.

Rooueseer, Misy., Novenbor 8, 1880,
Capt. LENOX !
Dean Sth: 1 have just reoscived iy pengion- money-—#:72 -and
greatly thank your (Or your able efforts in scouring it for me.

Yours traly,
JOHN Q. EVANS,

J engo for 80248, after deducting your fee, and

b

Upexoa, Meleax Uoonry, Iut,
Oetober 17, 188),
Mr, Groe, V., Liemox '
Depan Sm ey ]I hnve the honor to answer yvours of the 234 ult.,
whieh came ko the knﬂel of Pance in the dark hou s iy
]\lny th;;l hlr’-jss you for yonr lfalt&f:l lnhorﬁ. ‘lwan‘ng' ! ll
Ime whah my papers eame 1o Chsnoa. Y wifd inforfméd me
ol the good news, T commencrd this prosecution seven or eight
vorrs ngo, with conslderable trouble, expense, and no Enecess
':'.'ﬂl'i“ ;,"un lun!—; charge of my case. The amount I recelved was
;0 remnin,

Yours, very respecifully,
JACON BATRIM

LegsviLLe Cross-Roapg, Ugawrorn Co,, Oio,
November 4, 1380,
Capt: G E, LeMox ; i
Deanr S T oreceived #0440 for pension, for which you lave
my fincere thanks for what you hnve done for me.

Your (riend
J. B CARPENTER.

Loxvinie, Usiox Uounry, Ky,
November 2, 188,
Mr. G. E. LeMon '
DEan Sin: Please aceepl my thanks for your persistense and
final success In ur_-t-urm{.r my pension money,amounting to #701,57.
Yours respectiully

JOHN HARRISON,

LoxayonT, QOLORA DO, Nop, B, 1840,
Capt. 4. K, Levwox, Washington, D, (.: '

Dear Bir: I have received my pension, amounting to &1,140,
legs your utrorney fees. 1 thank youn for your kindly etlorts and
way of conducting my elalm and seeuring the amonnt stated,

Y ours, as over,
JAMERS A. STUETS.
GLADE, PA., November 12, 1880,

My, Gro, K, LEnox:

DEAR Stk: I have received a eheck from the Pittsburgh Pen-
sion Agent as my first payment, 710,58, Please accept my heart-
felt thanks for vour kindnese {n filing my papers,

Yours, with respect, :
SAMUEL C._BRIDIGUM.

SENECA, KaNsas, November 12, 1880,

Capt. Lenox
Dgar Sig: Please accept my warm gratitude for the Kindness
vou have done me in getting my pengsion-money. the total amount
or w hich is near)y #1,700,
Your friend and fellow-coldier,

JUSEPH GUPPY,

Taroria, Daviess Covnry, Missouvri,
November 15, 1880,
Mr. LEMON

Deanr Sir: I have received my pensioncheck for #1.879.86, and
now give you my sincere thanks for your untiving pergeverence
in the colleetion of my claim. ‘

Yours respectiully,

LEVI CHUTE.

Pams, Encan Cousry, ILr.,
November 7, 1880,
Mr. G E. Levox! ;

Dear Sik: 1 received a cheek from the pension.agent at Chi-

have already
bought me n little home, Aceept my heartfelt thanks for the
able mamer in which yon have prosecuted my claim.

Yours, with great respeet,
ALFRED H. HEMPHILIL.,

Soldiers’ Enquiries.

John . Ishmael, of Beetown, Girant County, Wisconsin,
desives to learn present address of Dr. Preston, who was
surgeon of the 6th Wisconsia Volunteers,

T. .I. McGipnis, of Fort Worth, Texas, wishes to learn
present address of following officers, formerly of Com-
pany E, 5th New York Artillery: Capt. James Crane,
First Lieutenant William C. Jacobson, First Lieutenant
Joseph Murray, Second Licutenant William Wines,

[ would like to know the address of Licutenant Corillas

of Company I, Tth West Virginia Regiment Infantry. Ad-"

dress Dir, Stoffer Accident, Garrett County, Marvland.

M. M. Boyer, Unionville, lowa, desives the post-office
address of Capt. Charles A. Camervon, formervly of Com-
pany G, 39th Towa [nfantry Volunteers, or iny member of
sald company.

Martin G. Geyer, (known on the rolls as Martin Gier)
of Washington, Daviess County. Indiana, would like to
rear from any member of the Alton Battery of 144th Ili-
nois Volunteers, especiully Capt. Moore,of Company [,144th,
and Louis Harbill and Dennis Dunn of said Regiment,

J.J. F. Mayne, of Pittsboro’, Calhoun County, Missis-
sippi, desires address of Capt, Z, C. Bedford, or any of the
members of Company K, 15th [llinois Volunteers,

Alex, Donglas, 235 Carrvoll Street, Akron, Ohio, desires
address of any of his comrades of Company C, Tth Illinois
Cavalry. 5

H. A. Phillips, No. 843, Willoughby Avenue, Brooklyn,
New York, wishes post-ollice address of Dy, Keasby, late
surgeon 2d 1. C. Volunteers, also of Edward Fit 5
Company D, 5th U. S, Infantry ; was in Santa Fe, New
Mexico, in 1863,

Vm. M. Henry, of Alam Well, Hawkins County, Ten-
nessee, desires present address of Capt. Lafayvette Coyle,
late of Company 1, 3d Tennessee Cavalry.

George .. (' Bannon, of Cromwell, Ohio County, Ken-
tucky, desires the address of the surgeon in charge of Hos-
pital No. 1 at Nashville, Tennessce,'on the Ist of June,
1864,

Nelson I1. Wilson, of Fowler, Clinton County, Michigan,
wouldlike present post-office address of Stephen W illenes,
John Brown, or.avy other member of Company E, 55th
Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers.

William Smith, Waterloo, De Kalb Covnty, Indiana,
wishes the post-office address of his comrade, David Beltz,
late of Company B, 104th Regimeut Ono Volunteers.

Joel Countryman, of Johustown, Fualton County, New
York, desives address of Captain William A. MeCartney,
formerly of Co. H, Twenty-second Veteran Reserve
Corps,

Madison M. Boyer, Unionville, Towa, wishes to find
nddress of an officer, or two enlisted men of Co, 3, Thirty
ninth [owa Volunteers.

- -

Where are these Soldiers ?

Wanted-—the present address of Lawrence Burke, foym-
erly private in Company I, 116th Indiana Tnfantry. also of
CUharies Morris, formerly private in Company K, Sith 11-
linois Infantry, also of Henry Congdon, formerly private
in Company H, 5th Minnesota Infantry, (last known ad-
dress Zumbro Falls, Minnesota, ) also of Lepd Butler, form-
arly of Company M, 4th New York Volunteers, also of
Harvison Downing, (ast known address was Mineral
Springs, Michigan, since changed to Band Lake, Michigan, )
also of Kwmanuel Smith, formerly of Company F, 07th New
York Volunteers, (who lately resided at Lanoka, Arkan-
sas,) also of Heury 0. Shirts, late of Company O, 137th
Regiment New York Volunteers.

Address,

Tue Nam1osan Trisuse Co.,
Washington, D, ('
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